Chapter 4 Area of Parallelograms Triangles and
Trapezoids

Tripwire Check

Name: Grade: Date:

What this tests: Whether the student identifies perpendicular height rather than a convenient
slanted side.

These questions test whether the thinking is solid — not just whether the procedure was
memorized. Each wrong answer below points to a specific misconception, not just "try again."

1. A trapezoid has bases 5 cm and 11 cm, with height 4 cm. A student uses only the 5 cm base and
writes (5 x 4) + 2 = 10 cm? for the area. Is the student correct? Find the actual area.

Wrap-Up
Parallelograms, triangles, and trapezoids connect back to rectangle area. Find the base, find the
perpendicular height, then calculate.
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